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Research Analysis
Chosen group: The Black Americans
Research article: Lockhart, P. "Black people are still suffering from police violence. Is America still listening?" 24 May 2019, www.vox.com/identities/2019/5/24/18636305/police-violence-eric-garner-sandra-bland-black-lives-matter.
Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lockhart asserts that police brutality is still a major problem in the society especially since the BlackLivesMatter movement died down. Police brutality is a major problem in the U.S especially since it is seen as targeting African Americans. The death of African Americans due to poor policing has raised many questions among Americans in the country. The acquittal of Daniel Pantaleo the officer accused of choking Garner to death was shocking to many Americans. The media has taken up the issue of police brutality and has continued to paint officers (especially Whites) as racists and discriminate against others due to the color of the skin. The rhetoric has been propagated across newspapers and the media as people continue to struggle with the position in of officers in the society accordingly (Lockhart, 2019). Critical features are necessary to develop the best means and reflect on essential aspects needed in the long-run within the police force. 
Theoretical Analysis 
According to conflict perspective the society is made up of individuals who are in conflict with each other for limited resources. The conflict perspective holds that the distribution of power and inequality in the society are among aspects that are motivated by a need to gain more across the society (Lockhart, 2019). Police brutality is one of the aspects that can be analyzed under the same sociological perspective. The police are believed to wield more power and exercise the power against the African Americans. The article highlights the misuse of power by police and criminal justice system that leads to death of African Americans in the society. The cases challenged highlight some of the main context that needs to be effectively underlined to develop better solutions. Better policies are necessary within the police force to control and develop stronger and more potent methods critical in overcoming the problem in future. 
  Thought Process 
The motivation to choose the article is the continued demonizing of the police force by the media with no regard on the contribution of officers across the country. There are more than 850,000 uniformed officers in the country and yet the media only focuses on a few officers whose misconduct is a mainstay on the news. The media’s role is to be informative and give critical information essential in the society (Lockhart, 2019). Demonizing all officers and challenging their methods while they take all risks does not align with their role in the media. 
The article is biased and only considers the deaths of African Americans in examining the methods that the police force is using against the vice. The police are being trained at the academy level on the best methods to approach suspects. The problem of police brutality is systemic, however, the media should start offering solutions and not continued disregard of their role in the society. 
The demonizing of officers has had a significant effect on one of my friends whose father is an officer. My friend always recalls the sacrifice that officers made during 9/11 and cannot comprehend a reason why people forget so easily. The media needs to direct its anger at individuals who commit crime and not the whole police force. There is a challenge but the methods that the media adopts cannot solve the problem. 
The issue adds to political learning and understanding the issues that face the American society. White Supremacy is a major problem but that should not be used as a premise to categorize all people in the police force the same. The political agenda in most cases prevails and more calls for action are imminent. However, there is a need to distinguish between good police work and criminals in the police force. 
Question: How can the police and public be educated to reduce the prevalence of police brutality in the country? 
The question aims at devising a solution to the problem and developing critical measures essential to move forward. Current methods by the newspapers as well as social media are failing in articulating the fundamental issues and developing the best plans to overcome the problems accordingly. 
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